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Introduction to Youth Games PLUS 2008 

This year’s event marks the third Youth Games PLUS for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, which is once again being organised by LIVING SPORT (Cambridgeshire & Peterborough County Sports Partnership) in conjunction with the County Disability Forum. 
The event is open to any students in full time education who have a disability or additional needs.
The aim of the Games is to give students with disabilities or additional needs a chance to compete against other students with similar needs at county level, in their chosen sport, as well as having fun and enjoying taking part in sport.
The event will be held at St Ivo Indoor and Outdoor Centres in St Ives, Huntingdonshire on Friday 13 June, with arrival at 10am. An opening ceremony for ALL participants at the Outdoor Centre will commence at 10:15-10:30am, plus a warm-up session. The Games will be opened by a sporting champion (TBC); the day will finish at 2pm.
The theme for this year is the Beijing Paralympic Games. Each school has been allocated a country to represent on the day.

The event will be promoted to the special schools and school sport partnerships within Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, encouraging as many young people as possible to enter. The Games this year includes six competitive sports, including for the first time Boccia. There will also be a ‘taster village’ located at the outdoor centre where ‘taster sports’ will be on offer which we hope will attract more youngsters and offer those who would rather not compete, a chance to try a new sport. There will also be limited taster sports offered at the indoor centre.  
This year, sports will run in certain age groups to provide a more competitive environment, the age groups have been decided on the results of initial interest from schools. In team sports the age groups are overlapping to allow schools the maximum opportunity to enter teams while still providing a competitive opportunity that is as fair as possible. 

It is hoped the Games will also attract a number of spectators in the form of the competitors’ families, and we would like as many students and teachers from the schools as possible to turn up and support. Schools are encouraged to invite their head teachers and other relevant VIPs to the Games. Please let us know the VIPs who would like to come along by completing the form attached.  Each school will be allocated spectator stickers to give to any spectators connected to your students or school, which must be visible on the day, for the welfare of all participants.  
Sports, Age Groups & Venues

	Sport
	Teams
	Notes

	
	 School Year
	Gender
	Number
	

	Athletics                                  Outdoor
	All Ages
 (Key Stage 2, Key Stage 3 and 4, Key Stage 5)
	Mixed
	Individual entries Maximum 10 per School
	All competitors will compete in all disciplines on offer. For competition purpose, students will be split into 3 age groups.

	Boccia                                    Outdoor
	Key Stage 3 and 4
Key Stage 5
	Mixed
	6 Maximum                                   3 Minimum
	Game is 3-a-side.                                 6 players making up a squad. For competition purposes, two age groups are available

	Cricket                                      Outdoor
	Key Stage 3 and 4


	Mixed
	10 Maximum            
 8 Minimum
	Game is 8-a-side.                                     10 players making up a squad. For competition purposes, one age group is available

	Netball                                 Outdoor
	Key Stage 3 and 4

Key Stage 5
	Girls
	8 Maximum          
   5 Minimum
	High 5s Netball.                               8 players making up a squad For competition purposes, two age groups are available

	Basketball                                             Indoor
	Key Stage 3 and 4

Key Stage 5
	Mixed
	10 Maximum             
5 Minimum
	Game is 5-a-side.                               10 players making up a squad For competition purposes, two age groups are available

	Swimming
	All Ages 
(Key Stage 2, Key Stage 3 and 4, Key Stage 5)
	Mixed
	Individual races & relay teams
	For competition purposes, students will be split into 3 age groups. Two relays events requiring mixed teams of 3 and 4.

	Taster Village, Outdoor Centre

Open to all

	Zone Hockey    

	Tag Rugby

	Sensory Games

	Polybat/table tennis

	Tri Golf

	Climbing Wall

	Archery


	Taster Sports, Indoor Centre

Open to all

	Badminton*

	New Age Curling*


*Please note these sports are subject to timing of the basketball competition, which will take priority in the sports hall.
Organisation of the Games
LIVING SPORT’s Events Officer; Rebecca Gilbertson will take on full event co-ordination of the Games with the support of the County Disability Forum. If you have any questions about the Games please contact Rebecca on 01487 849921 or email: rebecca.gilbertson@livingsport.co.uk 

Huntingdonshire District Council will provide management of their venues and members of staff at each of the dedicated sport sites.

The events officer will organise the sports co-ordinators so they can prepare for, and manage their competitive or taster sport, with their appointed officials and volunteers. 

Schools will need to supply as many teachers as possible to supervise their students (see page 8) however, there will be sport-specific and general volunteers, who will be allocated duties on the day, for the smooth running of the event. If you know of anyone who may be interested in volunteering they should contact the Event Volunteer Co-ordinator Claire Thorby 01487 849923 or email claire.thorby@livingsport.co.uk  

Outline of the day
	10:00am 

	Teams start arriving at St Ivo Outdoor Centre



	10:15am
	Opening Ceremony 

Mass Warm up

	10:30am
	Teams disperse to relevant sporting areas, indoor sports participants move first

	10:45–11:15am
	Games commence



	1:30pm
	Individual Medal Ceremonies at each sport site

	2:00pm
	Close (No closing ceremony)


Entry Forms

Please find with this Teachers’ Pack, entry forms for each competitive sport and a summary sheet for you with information on all students entering the Youth Games PLUS, and the number of teachers you will be bringing along. It is important that you supply as much information as possible please on these forms by the closing date of FRIDAY 2 MAY 2008.

A Welfare Plan for responsibilities regarding the overall welfare of all children and young people involved on the day will be sent with confirmation of your entry. It will also be made available on the LIVING SPORT website (www.livingsport.co.uk)
The Schools

The schools that will be invited to take part in Youth Games PLUS 2008 are:
	Local Authority
	School Name
	Country

	Peterborough City Council
	Marshfield’s Special School

Heltwate Special School

Phoenix Special School

Matley Primary School
	Russia
France

Japan

Czech Republic

	Fenland District Council
	Meadowgate Special School
	Germany

	East Cambs District Council
	The Harbour Special School

Highfield Special School
	Spain
Australia

	Huntingdonshire District Council
	Spring Common School

Samuel Pepys Special School

Hinchingbrooke School
	Great Britain

USA

Ukraine

	South Cambs District Council
	Granta Special School
Pavilion school

Comberton Village College
	Canada
South Africa

Brazil

	Cambridge City Council
	Castle Special School
	China


In addition, entries will be welcome from other schools or individuals. In the case of individuals they will be given the opportunity to join up with a suitable school/team for the day.
Pre Event Coaching

Your local authority sport development team may be able to provide some pre-event coaching for those students who would like to attend. Please feel free to contact your local authority sports development team for further details:
Cambridge City Council
Helen Johnston 01223 457 535, helen.johnston@cambridge.gov.uk
East Cambridgeshire/Fenland District Councils

Annette Fontaine 01354 622508, afontaine@fenland.gov.uk
Huntingdonshire District Council
David Reeve 01480 387098, david.reeve@huntsdc.gov.uk
Peterborough City Council  
Amee Garala 01733 863774, amee.garala@peterborough.gov.uk
South Cambridgeshire District Council 

Jane Lampshire 01954 713349, jane.lampshire@scambs.gov.uk
General Rules and Regulations
ELIGIBILITY
All competitors participating in the Youth Games PLUS 2008 MUST be either:
1. A pupil at one of the special schools in Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, or

2. A pupil with a disability (physical, sensory and/or learning), attending a mainstream school within Cambridgeshire & Peterborough.

Competitors must not have previously competed at national level in their chosen sport.

Competitors must fall inside the age guidelines given to compete for their team.
Any team found to be contravening the above rules or sport specific rules* will be disqualified from the sport.

COMPETITION

The sports will abide by the rules of their National Governing Body, except where alterations and additions are necessary for the purpose of the Youth Games PLUS. Schools will be informed of any additions or alterations prior to the Games. A copy of the set of rules to be used will be available from the relevant sports co-ordinatos on the day.
Decisions made by referees and umpires will be final and should be respected by all concerned. Disputes arising in a sporting competition shall be dealt with by the sports co-ordinator, and if necessary, the Youth Games PLUS sub-committee. The procedure for dealing with disputes follows.

ADJUDICATION OF DISPUTES

Sports co-ordinators have total responsibility for the interpretation and the enforcement of their own governing body’s rules and regulations normally applicable to their sports. Any disputes arising from such interpretation or enforcement will be determined by the sport co-ordinator in charge of the event.

In the event of an unsatisfactory outcome being reached by the sport co-ordinator and event co-ordinator; the dispute will be referred to the Youth Games PLUS sub-committee who will have the final say in all disputes. 

If any complaint is upheld against a team or individual, the team or individual will be permitted to continue with participation in the event, but will not receive any points for matches or activities participated in.
Your Responsibilities 

To take part in the 2008 Youth Games PLUS, please help us with the following:

· Promotion of team and individual entries within your school

· Complete and return entry forms (Appendix A) to LIVING SPORT, by 2 May 2008 deadline

· Liaise with the event co-ordiantor throughout the entry process and keep her up to      date with any changes as soon as you are aware of them

· Ensure that parental consent forms (Appendix B) have been completed for all competitors and returned to LIVING SPORT so the events officer has the information on the day
· Arrange transport to and from the Games for ALL your schools participants*

· Provide safe transport of your teams/students inbetween sites

· Provide enough qualified supervisors for the amount of participants AND spectators you bring to the Games
· Ensure that declaration forms (Appendix C) for ALL volunteers/supervisors/guardians who will help at the Games are signed and returned to LIVING SPORT by Friday 16th May  

· Providing a completed transport information form (Appendix D) to LIVING SPORT by Friday 16th May
· Ensure that student and teachers wear their FREE Youth Games PLUS 2008 t-shirt, identifying their school, including arrival to and departure from the Games
· Ensure that photographic consent has been obtained from all parents of your students and that your students wear the corresponding sticker confirming consent or refusal is visible on the day (will be sent to you before The Games).
· Ensure spectators are identifiable by stickers (given to you to allocate)

· Bring banners etc. to the opening ceremony representing the country your school as been allocated to represent and, enter into the spirit of the Beijing Paralympics theme.
Our Responsibilities 
As the main organising body, LIVING SPORT through the Youth Games PLUS sub- committee will be responsible for the following:

· Promoting the event to local schools and gaining their support

· Distributing entry forms and event information to all local schools

· Be the main point of contact for any problems that a school may have with entries

· Collecting entry forms from schools by the set deadline

· Supplying schools with full and confirmed event information at least 2 weeks before the event
· Supplying all participants with a free t-shirt to compete in as well as other promotional goodies (to be confirmed)

· All other aspects of event organisation, before, during and after Friday 13th June 2008
* Should you have any issues with transport for your teams, LIVING SPORT and your local authority may be able to help.
Thank you and we look forward to welcoming you to the 2008 Youth Games PLUS[image: image2.jpg]



YOUTH  GAMES�PLUS


Cambridgeshire + Peterborough








PAGE  
8
Youth Games PLUS 2008 – Teachers’ Guide

Updated: 22 April 2008


